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A Levels: an overview

◦ Advanced Level Qualifications

◦ Subject-based

◦ You would study 3+ A Levels

◦ In-depth study into the subjects

◦ All A Level have entry requirements

◦ Usually assessed by a series of examinations

◦ Lead to university, further study, training or work



A Level Subjects

◦Progression from GCSE

◦Same subjects

◦New subjects

◦Approx. 30 A Level subjects



CONSIDERING A LEVELS?



CHOOSING A LEVEL SUBJECTS



IN-DEPTH STUDY

For each A Level...

Lessons: 5 hours per week

Independent study: 5 hours per week

Homework - directed
Essays
Textbook exercises
Exam papers
Wider reading
Pre-reading
Making revision materials



ENSURE YOU ARE 
STUDYING 

SUBJECTS YOU ARE 
INTERESTED IN!



Research A Levels carefully



ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS
◦ Minimum of 5 GCSEs

◦ 9-4 passes

◦ Including English Language & Maths

PLUS

◦ Subject specific entry-requirements

◦ Arts: 5+ passes

◦ Sciences: 6+ passes



A LEVELS = LINEAR

◦ Exams at the end of 2 years

◦ 2-3 exams per subject

◦ Could be 2-3 hour exams

◦ Some coursework (NEA) ... but small 

% of grade

◦ Every lesson is important

◦ So: consistent approach is important

◦ Marathon (not a rest then a sprint!)



PROGRESSION

UNIVERSITY FURTHER 
STUDY

FURTHER 
TRAINING

EMPLOYMENT


